Parish Priest’s Report 2020/2021
A big thank you to you all!
Fr Emmanuel and I really appreciate your support over the last year while the
building has been closed during the pandemic. Happily, we have both been kept very busy
writing talks, in counselling and confession and, of course, broadcasting the services and
attending to the pastoral needs of parishioners.
During the Soviet period, Christianity did not collapse when believers could no longer
attend their churches. The faith, prayer, worship and action continued quietly at home
with the priests who had not been arrested staying in touch. Our current situation is not
persecution such as this, but, the principle of remaining Orthodox Christian in challenging
circumstances remains in common.
During the last year, Fr Emmanuel and I can report that we are very much still one
Christian family, eager to maintain and live out the faith. On the practical side of things, the
communication network is in good shape and everyone knows how to get help or advice
should they need it.
The financial side of church life has been remarkably positive with virtually all our
pledged giving being maintained, most of this now being by bank standing order and direct
bank transfers since we cannot operate the envelope system for the time being. Before the
pandemic, our 2019/20 income was £65,475. In this current year (2020/21), the income
received was £50,912 – some 78% of the pre-pandemic level. This small 22% reduction
entirely represents the absence of candle monies and loose cash offerings on the plate. Of
course, with the church building not being open, our total costs have also been reduced, so
our financial position has not worsened at all. Indeed, during the last year, we have been
able to offer substantial financial help to parishioners and others in financial need, mainly
as a result of the pandemic. Let us recall that the reason why we have not experienced any
financial crisis as a church is because here at St Aidan’s we have always practised Christian
Giving in our annual Thanksgiving Project. Thank you and praise God for your faithfulness
to the ongoing Mission of the Church whereby you have honoured God with his gifts to you,
no matter how modest; it is faith that counts!
I should now like to turn to the future as we begin, as a nation, to lift this latest
lockdown in the coronavirus pandemic. What about reopening? How will it be achieved?
What might have to change? First the year in review.

A challenging year!
It goes without saying that this last year has been tough on all of us for many
different reasons. Some have suffered physically with the virus, others have had to care for
relatives who have suffered, many have been furloughed or have even lost their
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employment with all the attendant financial implications. Spiritually, we have had to learn
what it is “to be Church” when, for reasons of public safety, we have not been able to
assemble together in the church building. I know that some churches have continued to
meet, albeit on a very restricted basis and certainly not with Orthodox worship as we all
know it.
Last year, of course, we made a decision not to meet until all key personnel had been
fully vaccinated and with the national numbers of cases, hospitalisations and deaths
brought down really low. That, of course, remains our position and it is pleasing to note
that we are approaching the time when, hopefully, we can reopen St Aidan’s to public
worship, probably on the same timescale as the government’s staged lockdown removal
plan with an end point of 21st June. I should now like to say a little more about how this will
work out in practice.
I am proposing that when we do open that there will be two Liturgies a week, one on
a Saturday morning at 10.15 am, the other of course on a Sunday morning at 10.15 am. It is
almost certain that the government will keep social distancing and mask wearing in place,
even after 21st June. This will continue to limit the number of people who can attend St
Aidan’s going forward and, of course, a continuation of all the existing hygiene regulations.
By having two Liturgies a week and depending on the mix of individuals and households
that wish to attend, I anticipate that we will have room for 15 to 20 people at any one
service plus one choir member, one serving priest and two servers/subdeacons … so that
means a maximum of about 40 different persons attending weekly on either Saturday or
Sunday, but only with prior booking and a rota for key personnel. We will try to keep a
little flexibility built into the system to allow for new people casually turning up because,
not knowing our requirements, we would not want to turn them away.
All of these plans, of course, are made on the assumption that government measures
for vaccination, test trace and isolate and border control actually work. They also depend
on our national ability to suppress new virus variants which might eventually prove to be
more dangerous and/or more transmissible. Nonetheless, I think we should continue to
plan in a hopeful frame of mind particularly as we can now witness the thorough going
success of the national vaccination campaign, at least among the over 50’s. It remains to be
seen whether or not younger age groups will follow this good example. If they don’t then
rates and transmission among those groups will remain high with leaking of the virus into
unvaccinated older people.
I remain committed to NOT requiring proof of vaccination for those attending St
Aidan’s. However, we all need clearly to understand the limitations that this will impose on
the numbers being able to attend church and how we must behave when we are in church.
In the future, I hope we will reach a point in our society when vaccination is not considered
by anyone to be a human rights issue, but rather the public health issue that it actually is. If
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we had indulged this wrong thinking in the battle against smallpox, this terrible disease
would never have been defeated across the world. Clearly, we live in a different society
now than when I was a child, a time when no parent would doubt the importance of family
vaccination against horrible diseases, scourges that no one has to worry about anymore …
diphtheria, scarlet fever, typhus and, until recently at least, measles and mumps.
To return, finally, to my opening statement about vaccination and the congregation
of St Aidan’s I GIVE YOU MY WORD BEFORE GOD that I will NOT make any change to this
parish’s policy on free access to all UNLESS the church membership votes to do so by a
substantial majority vote (just like we had in March 2020). IF we remain under virus
restrictions for a long time, I MAY ask the congregation to reconsider our policy in the light
of national and local conditions, and indeed our own experience as a Christian family.

Other matters going forward
Sadly, we were not able to acquire Hatherlow Sunday School buildings in Romiley for
a new larger church. However, the search goes on! Clearly if we had a bigger church we
would be able to receive more worshippers after reopening, but of course we also need this
to allow for future growth beyond the pandemic. Please do keep your eyes open where
you live for suitable properties that become available.
We mention this every year, but Fr Emmanuel and I are still concerned for the future
direction of this church based on the need for ordained clergy. Neither of us is getting any
younger and it will not do to behave or think as if we will last forever! While I still have
reasonable (but not, it should be said, excellent) health, I have the opportunity to train my
successor; but that will not always be the case. I do not believe (although it is possible) that
it is God’s will for this church to close after Fr Emmanuel and I have died. However, this sad
prospect of closure can only be avoided if those men whom God may be calling in our
community actually take courage and respond to the Lord’s bidding. I will leave it at that.
Well, I hope and pray that we shall see, in the Lord’s good time, a different year
ahead. We continue to pray for our bishop, Metropolitan Silouan, our community here at
St Aidan’s, our nation and world. May God’s will be done. Amen.
Fr Gregory
3rd April 2021
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